Sanctuary, redefined

A private paradise grows

In Somerset County
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SIMPLY TURN INTO THE DRIVEWAY OF THIS
home in New Jersey's Somerset County, and the hustle and
bustle of nearby streets instantly become a distant memory.
The curving path is lined with artfully arranged clumps of
white nver birch, kousa dogwood trees and white carpet
roses, guiding the way toward the three-story house, A
weeping katsura tree marks the final destunaton.
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owners envisioned for the one and a half acres surrounding
their 6,000-square-foot home. “They wanted 10 feel hike
they were on a permanent vacation—they wanted their
home to be a true sanctuary,” explains Scott Parker, owner
of Parker Homescape in Fanwood.

Luckily lor the landscape contractor, he stood on already
good grounds. “The house has beautiful 360-degree views
of the mountains and the skyline,” he says. "My goal was to
optimize the beauty of those views from every angle while,
at the same tume, creating a sense of pravacy and intimacy.”

But the homeowners, entreprencurs in their late 50s
with two adult children, were after more than just a prewy
vista. They wanted to have an outdoor space that would
match all of their interests—trom gardening to cooking to
entertaining to photography. What's more, they wanted 1t to
match their home.

So Parker spent countless hours observing the home
both from inside and out o create a scamless design
and color scheme., "The 1‘uu|;'r|1: wanted the g.‘lnii,'n Lo
complement the interior furmishings and vice versa,” he
notes, pointing to the guest bedroom as an example.
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The Mew York bluestone used for the patio and outdoor kitchen
complements both the teak furniture and the cedar shingles on
the home's roof.
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outside its glass door.”
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the pair. “I'm very picky, and if Scott can work with me,
he can work with anyone!™ the wite quaps. “For exam-
ple, Scott and [ went to three different states 1o hand-
select the antique New York bluestone we used tor the
patio and the outdoor kitchen. It was very important o
me that the bluestone complement the natural cedar
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furmiture on the pato.”

Parker ok an equally methodical approach to

designing the hardscape and plantings, developing a
three-phase process that unfolded over several years.
Phase one encompassed privacy plantings and erosion
control; phase two introduced speaimen plantings,
the patio and the outdoor kitchen; and phase three

fimished up the project with annuals, iu'u'jlni.l].-, a
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cutting garden and an herb garden that includes
basil, rosemary, spearmant, peppermant, chives, garlic
and cilantro.
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Once the cooking 1s done, the homeowners can enjoy
their culinary creation on the main pauo betore retinng
underneath the redwood arbor. Its covenng of lowerning
wisteria vine creates a small pnvate alcove tor relaxing
and enjoying the scenery.
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home,” says the wile, “We also enjoy photography and
wildlite, and Scott has created an environment that
,1|1]1l_':||- Lo many difterent Iypcs of birds, butterthies,
hummingbirds and other ammals—even the deer have
places in the garden where they are welcome.

*The landscape cradles the house, and the house inter-
acts with the landscape,” she continues. “We truly love
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